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The Long Shadow of Our Imperishable Deeds
Revelation 14

A true opium of the people is a belief in nothingness after
death—the huge solace of thinking that our betrayals, greed,
cowardice, murders are not going to be judged...[but] all
religions recognize that our deeds are imperishable.

-- Czelslaw Milosz

First: Those who belong to God will ¢ the victory that Jesus has
made possible.

Revelation 14:1-5, “Then | looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount
Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads. 2 And | heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud
peal of thunder. The sound | heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they
sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No
one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4
These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among mankind and offered
as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.

5No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.”

Second: God perfectly j those who will not to belong to him.

Revelation 14:10-11, “They will be formented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy
angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever.”

Revelation 14:18-20, “Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar
and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, ‘Take your sharp sickle and
gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.’ 17 The angel



swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of
God’s wrath. 20They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out
of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.”
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