
 

 

People in 12-step groups will often warn each other about seeking a 
“geographical solution” to their problems. What does that mean? 
Have you ever hoped a “geographical solution” would solve your 
problems? 
 
Read Philippians 4:11-13 and answer the following questions: 
 

 How does the first point of the sermon outline help us 
practice contentment? In other words, why does 
contentment only grow in knowing our value is found in the 
Gospel story (Christ’s death, Christ’s resurrection, Christ’s 
promised return)? 

 What steps can we take to be more content in the life 
experiences we’re currently facing? 
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Describe a time you were shopping and found the wrong 
price tag on an item. How did you react to the overpriced 
or underpriced item: surprised, amused, disappointed 

when you found it was mislabeled?  
 

Sometimes it seems that someone has switched the price tags on 
life’s experiences. Because of the Gospel, two things become true 
about your experience with this world. Use your sermon notes to 
complete the blanks below. 
 

First: 
Your experience with this world 

is not where your v_____________ is f_______________ 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:29-31.  
 
These verses could have only been written by a man who knew his 
value was found in the Gospel story: 
 

 Christ’s Death. Read Colossians 1:13-14. What did the death 
of Christ accomplish for those who believe? 

 Christ’s Resurrection. Read 1 John 3:2-3. What does it mean 
when it says “we shall be like him” at our resurrection? 

 Christ’s Promised Return. Read John 14:1-3. How can you 
better handle life’s challenges knowing Christ is preparing a 
place for you and will personally escort you there? 

 
In light of these realities, in 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Paul says we ought 
to live “as if” we were not experiencing certain things. List the 
experiences with this world that Paul mentions in these 3 verses. 
 
Eastern religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism teach that 
suffering comes from “attachment.” That is, suffering is the result of 
clinging to people and ambitions and things that are only temporary. 
Their solution is to reach a state of “detachment.” Pastor Tom said 
that Paul’s advice in verses 29-31 was not so much detachment from 

the world but devotion to Jesus. What are the differences between 
these two approaches to life?   
 
It’s wrong to think the point of verses 29-31 is to become indifferent 
to life’s experiences. But we are advised to not let life’s experiences 
determine our value and happiness. Answer the following: 
 

 Why is your sense of worth and happiness vulnerable and 
unstable if it’s based on earthly experiences instead of on the 
Gospel story (Christ’s death, Christ’s resurrection, and 
Christ’s promised return)? 

 It’s possible for Christians to think, “I know God loves me and 
Jesus died for me but still life isn’t worth living unless I have a 
certain relationship or job or income level.” How can this 
view result in an even deeper disillusionment and bitterness 
than if you never believed in God in the first place? 

 
Second: 

Your experience with this world 
is where your v_____________ is f_______________ 

 
What does “virtue” refer to in this sermon outline? 
 
In 1 Corinthians 7, read verse 17, then verse 20, then verse 24. 
 
It seems as if the Bible is forbidding us from changing our jobs or our 
marital status or our location. How does verse 21 help us understand 
that this is not the point of this section?  
 
The point Paul wants to make is that God can grow us spiritually and 
use us for his glory no matter what our earthly experiences are. 
Explain how this can be true in the following scenarios: 
 

 Chronic illness 
 A frustrating relationship 
 An unfulfilling job you’re overqualified for 
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