
 

 

What was the significance of Ananias touching Paul and saying 
“brother”? (How would it have been significant to Paul? To 
Ananias?) 
 
What should be our role toward any new attendee? What should 
our role be especially if they’re new to the faith?  
 
Who played the role of Ananias in your life? 
 
While Ananias helped Saul make his start in the faith, Barnabas 
helped Saul make his start in the family. Read Acts 9:26-30. 
 
What things did Barnabas do when no one else was willing?  
 
Who was a “Barnabas” to you when you started attending here? 
What did they do to make you feel welcome? 
 
As a group, make a list of ways to help newcomers feel accepted 
in our church fellowship. List at least 5 things. 
 
 
 

 
Praise Reports and Prayer Requests 
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Discuss with the group which of the five senses you think 
would be the worst to lose.  
 

In Saul’s famous conversion story, he met the risen Lord in a flash 
of light on the road to Damascus. It left him temporarily blind. 
What do you think he felt and thought during those 3 days of 
blindness and fasting (Acts 9:8-9)? 
 
Saul’s story shows us that a real uTurn involves a new relation to 
Jesus, to his church, and to the world. Last week we looked at 
Saul’s new relation to Jesus. This week we’ll look at his new 
relation to the church.  
 
The following definitions of church are partially true, but explain 
what is flawed about them: 
 

 A church is a building we assemble in 
 A church is an organization with programs that help 

people 
 
In reality, a church is a body not a building; it’s an organism not an 
organization. A church is like a family ought to be. So, we should 
connect ourselves to the Hillcrest family, and we should connect 
others to the Hillcrest family.   
 

First: Connect yourself to the Hillcrest family. 
 
Read Acts 9:26 

 
As a new believer, who did Saul/Paul seek out in Jerusalem?  
 
What was the reaction of the believers? Why do you think they 
felt this way?  
 

It could have been easy for Paul to just give up on joining the 
Jerusalem Christians. Why do you think he didn’t give up? 
 
What are some things people might find hard about getting 
involved in a specific church? (What are some things you found 
hard about getting involved?) List at least 5 things.  
 
Saul may have found it not only hard but humbling to join the 
Jerusalem believers. We know he was well-educated and well-
respected, and yet the church was filled with people who didn’t 
have his training and standing. Why is it difficult for people to 
relate to others from different educational backgrounds or 
different income levels? How can we help people overcome this 
difficulty in our church? 
 
Read Acts 9:4-5. When Saul was persecuting the church, Jesus said 
Saul was actually persecuting ____. Would it be a fair application 
to say that when we ignore the church we’re ignoring Jesus? How 
can this text correct the person who says, “I don’t need to be 
involved in a church in order to be a Christian”? 
 
Should people who are new to a church wait for the church to 
pursue them for membership and ministry, or should they take 
the initiative to become committed and involved? 
 

Second: Connect others to the Hillcrest family. 
 
One man helped Saul make his start in the faith; 
another man helped Saul make his start in the family.  

 
Ananias helped Saul make his start in the faith. Read Acts 9:10-18.  
 
What did Ananias overcome to obey God’s instructions? In your 
opinion was this small or large? 
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