
 

 

The Open Door of ________________________ 

 

Read John 14:6-11. 

 

What was Philip confused about? 

 

Jesus was disappointed that Philip wasn’t further along in his 

understanding. As a result, what did he do? Choose one and 

explain your answer:  

 

 Jesus refused to clear up Philip’s confusion. He must have 

thought, “If Philip doesn’t get it by now he never will.” 

 Jesus cleared up Philip’s confusion. He must have thought, 

“Let’s go over this one more time, Philip. Maybe this time 

it will sink in.” 
 

Read Jude 1:22. Is this your attitude to those who doubt? When 

you’ve had doubts, who has shown you the patience and guidance 

to lead you out of doubt?  

 

When is doubt a means to growth, and when is doubt an excuse 

for disbelief and disobedience? 

 

Conclusion 

 

Which of these four “open doors” are standing before you today? 
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A modern proverb says, “When one door closes, another one 

opens.” What does that mean? Give an example. 

 

In our study of the 12 Apostles, Philip and Bartholomew are the 

fifth and sixth names on the list in Matthew 10. They walked 

through four open doors that all led to a deeper and richer 

commitment to Christ. Before we look at these 4 “open doors,” 

review the last 2 weeks of our series. Name the first four apostles 

we’ve already studied. Recall some things about their lives.  

 

Use your sermon notes to fill in the blanks as you come to each 

point. 

 

The Open Door of ________________________ 

 
Read John 1:43-46. 

 

Many scholars believe that the “Nathanael” in this story is the 

same man as the “Bartholomew” in Matthew’s list of apostles. 

What prejudice did Nathanael/Bartholomew have that kept him 

from believing that Jesus was the answer to all his searching?  

 

What prejudices against Christianity and Christians do people 

have today that keep them from seriously considering the claims 

of Jesus? 

 

Nathanael/Bartholomew had Philip to help him overcome these 

prejudices. What can you do to be a “Philip” and help break down 

the walls that keep people from considering the claims of Jesus? 

 

Read John 1:47-51. 

 

Jesus referred to a dream Jacob had in Genesis 28. Jacob dreamed 

he saw angels ascending and descending on a ladder between 

heaven and earth. Jesus said he was that ladder. In what way is 

Jesus a ladder connecting heaven and earth?  

The Open Door of ________________________ 

 

Read John 6:5-7. 

 

Of all the apostles Jesus could have asked, why do you think Jesus 

specifically asked Philip to solve this problem?  

 

Read John 6:8-13.  

 

How did Jesus solve the crisis?  

 

Philip’s first reaction to the crisis was “There’s no solution!” Is 

there a situation in your life that seems impossible? How can your 

group pray for you? 

 
 

 

 

The Open Door of ________________________ 

 

Read John 12:20-24. 

 

We tend to think that we have to “invent” opportunities to talk 

with others about Christianity. In reality, many of these 

opportunities just fall in our lap! If you’ve had some opportunities 

like this, tell the group about them.   

 

Was Philip prepared for this opportunity at first?  

 

Who helped him understand what to do with this opportunity? 

(It’s interesting to see that it was the same man who brought 

someone to Jesus in John 6.) 

 

Why do we sometimes need the help of other Christians to take 

up our responsibility to bring people to Jesus? How have others 

inspired you to be a better witness? 
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